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R F.MARKS 



Allowable Subject Matter 

indication of allowable subject matter: 

•Tie prior « of record M » aoucipare or rooder obvrous «. 
following limilations as d*"** ^iciMjM pixel eohunn positions 

and 18; ., ^ mrtf ; C p ft A rvair of sensor elements 

„ r( » c ;tea in claims 9 ana iy. 

associated location camera as recneo in cnui«* 

Applicant appreciates the Examiner's diligence in indicating allowable subject matter, 
Appu . ,o amheU eved to contain allowable subject matter for 

but respectfully submits that claims 1-28 are believed to conwi 

the reasons explained below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
Cairn, X-2. U-X2. 14* 2.-22 are reieceo nndex 35 U.S.C. .030 as being 
onpaeotable over Endo et al, (US 6,335.754. hereinafter "Endo"). 

Regarding elain* .-2. AppUcan, respect »verse rhe nrjecuons sinee d* 
Appul, a clalLed co^arioo. a, in olainr i. inclodes Ore — n aor 

disclosed in Endo of: r _ 

-a disunee sens* -T for - SS2KiSTSTS 

r^SreT^rioge^ reapecdve overiap area-. 
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It is respectfully submitted that Endo provides a system for "Panoramic Image 
Synthesis", or looking at everything surrounding a camera at long distances, and that distance 
to an object is not a factor in synthesizing panoramic images. The Examiner states in the 
Office Action: 

"(Endo does not explicitly disclose a distance sensor unit as claimed^ 
HowevefEndo^teaches (see fig. 22, also col. 13. ^ines 7-57^ ^ J 
svnthesized panoramic image so that images of an object F locateo ai a 
SETS. « smoothly connected upon 

from two cameras. A triangular region having a point P as a vertex m worn 
me cameras is a dead zone. A point P' (i.e. distance L) is the one in a region 
? e ^rSnsed bv both the cameras, in effect, the overlapping region. Hence, 
thentfie rw^gTstfconnected, the object P forms double images and i *e 
1£££Z££* the image locations of the doublets 
Thus the overlap angle between a pair of cameras 20a and 20b, 20c ana zua, 
^ae^^cTlg. 8) is set in consideraUon of the above difference. ...) 

[bold in original and deletion for clarity] 

Applicant respectfully submits that the distances P. U, P, and L are set by the 
geometry of the cameras. The above indicates that when two images form a double image 
they can be interpolated into a single image. Endo FIGs. 8 and 22. and Endo col. 13, lines 7- 
57 do not disclose a "distance sensor unit for sensing distances." 

The Examiner continues: 

"Furthermore. Endo takes into consideration the 
object during synthesizing the panoramic image (see col. 13. lines 38 57). 

While Endo takes into consideration the distance to the closest object, it does not 
tteasure the distance as indicated in the Examiner cited col. 13, lines 38-57, quoted below: 
<Generation of Panoramic Image> 

PIG. 22 is a view for ^plaininp the oveTHpjnpl; Mw«*n t&** 
«-M« w p «s<rfth««i* cameras (20a to 20g) shown in FIG. 8. 

A general case will be examined below wherein... fa panoramic image 

i^n^Ss-hat images of an ^■^■^^SSf^ 
JLcted upon interpolation of images obtained from two cameras (having 
the samTfield angle) which are separated by a dtstance... 

Hence, w hen the ^ ^^^^^ ^S 
^^thematic ^y ^"laterl hv an Equation (3)1... 

The overlap angle between a pair of cameras...is [physically! set in 
consideration of the above difference. 
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TTi — calculatin g th» difference .... if the joint between images of an 
object 3 m ahead of the cameras is [physically] opUnu**, an ob^lOm 
Sof ^carnn >• fnmr ^ihlr in^s with »n g^g^ 
y M ^T^TTl m in d i stn.oe) , and an inffaity nhi rr t ton™ dquple images. 
... itn ^ ^pim Hiffere.nce [ r elated to be] of 9.3. . 

As for [side] cameras, since their image sensing centers are close to 

SaTabase." [underlining, insertions, and deletions for clarity] 

It is respectfully submitted that the discussion of the angles and distances at which the 
cameras form double images are calculated in accordance with the physical settings of the 
cameras and not from sensing distance. 

As explained above, it is respectfully submitted that Endo does not disclose a 
"distance sensor unit for sensing distances." 

H ft. Examiner eonunues » believe fW a distance sensor is inherent in Endo. 
Applicant respectful* submits ft* this belief must be Wsed on personal knowledge so 
Applicant respectfully reuuests a. Examiner Affidavit disCosing the Examiner s personal 
knowledge regarding this limitation pursuant to 37 CFR §1.104(dX2) (2002): 

-Wtau a reiection in an application is based on facts within the 

pcaonal^ge E.'«*«J3*. <"Z*~££XZ%Z 
as possible and the reference must be "Vff^^T^^^a 

persons" 

Regarding claim 2, Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection since the Applicants- 
claimed combination includes the limitation not disclosed in Endo oft 

•» <v~ ,wam,ininp a horizontal span of each individual video image 

closest objects." 

Applicant respectfully submits that Endo col. 13, line 58. to col. 14. line 16. does not 
disclose the claimed limitation because this section states: 

"Assuming image[s]...are horizontally arranged in line to obtain a 
single 1™*" ^ we " 
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3 ,„„„ ag^^p^^ 

for clarity] 

T*e above discloses flu. d>e overlapping portion is bleated wiflrou. regard to distance. 

Regarding cWm, .1 12. Applicon. respe«fall, traverses .be .ejections because i, is 
^ sub-nined *« me re.na*s regarding data* .-2 are applicable far these derma 
Z pJer.i.lsreapee^subnu^d^B.dona.1 
that the displays are not 360°. 

Rega^g claintt 14-16. Applicun. .especially .reverse* Ore rejecrions because I. is 
reapectfuUy subnuded <h* the re-* ragging claims 1-2 - appHcable for these *» 



also. 



Regarti ng cUtas 21-22. Appucan. respectfully oversea the rejecrions because k U 
anbmifled M Use ^ ragbag «*. -2 am app.ieab.e for these clanns 



also* 



Based oa m of the above, it is respectfully submided the. claims 1-2. 11-12, 14-16. 
21-22 are allowable uoder 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being pa.enrid.le over Endo because: 

"Anricioauon requires Use disclosure in e single prior an reference 
**J!5K andTver, element * «* St 

221 USPQ 385, 388 (Fed. Cir. 1984). 

Withdrawal of the rejections is respectfully requested. 
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da** 3. 6-8 and 13 and 23-28 » ■ejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
_ , . . m< fi 754 hereinafter "Endo") as appUed to claims 1-2 and 
u n pa te 0Ub.ecvex Eo doe,a 1 ,(US6,333^4,to, ^0027451, 

11-12 and 21-22 above respectively and further in view 01 
hereinafter "Baker")- 

Regarding claim 3, Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection since the Applicants' 
claimed combination includes the limitation not disclosed in Endo or Baker of: 

^Xi L^X^ in a sqnjre a-gen,- ^ = 
SanS for displaying the individual video ^ ^ 
SnSs to a user located inside the square screen arrangement. 

ll,^^«"*^*^ te^,, * f " ,1, ■ fcl,,,^ 
located outside the square screen arrangement rather than inside. 

It is further respectfully submitted that the Endo system is a movable system teaching 
the taking of panoramic scenes so, taken as a whole, there is nothing to teach, suggest, or 
tbetaiangoip a stationary 

provide a motivation for combination with Baker, wmcn 

videoconferencing system on a table. 

Regarding claims 6-8, 13, and 23-28, these dependent claims depend from 
pendent claims 1, U. or 21. and are believe, to be allowable since they — 
hltions set forth in the independent claim from which they depend and ~ 
Obvious combinations. Further, it is respectfully submitted that, taken as a whole, there 
no motivation for the combination as explained for claim 3. 

Based on all of the above, it Is respectfully submitted that claims 3 . 6-8 and 1 3 and 23- 

28 a* allowable under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being patentable over Endo as applied to claims 

L2 and 11-12 and 21-22 above respectively and further in view of Baker because: 

« t T]be prior art reference (or references when £*^,XS^S 
suggest W the claim limitations" [underhning for clarity] In re Vaeck, 947 
F2d 488^0 USPQ2d 1438 (Fed. Or. 1991) 
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•me other reference, cited b, >h. Examiner showing the prior sr. have been considered 
and ue nor beiieved to disclose, tench, or suggest, either singly or in combmanon. 
Applicants' invention as claimed. 

Claim Objections 

Tbe Examiner objected to Claim 25 because of the following informality: 
In line 2, after the first occurrence of "provide", delete "a provide". 
As requested by the Examiner, Applicants have corrected Claim 25 on page 16. and 
deleted the words -a provide- in line 2. 

Specification Section Changes 
Changes to the Specification Section were made as follows: 

Applicant has amended the Specification section of this application as follows: 
In the Background of the Present Invention section, first paragraph, page 1. -360*-- 
has been deleted and "360"' has been inserted in its place. 

In the Background of the Present Invention section, third paragraph, page 1, ~360*~ 
has been deleted and "360°" has been inserted in its place. 

In the Summary of the Present Invention section, on page 2. in the first paragraph, -In 
one- has been deleted and "One" has been inserted in its place. 

in paragraph eight of the Detailed Description of the Embodiments section, on page 4. 
-360 s1 - has been deleted and "360"' has been inserted in its place. 

fo paragraph sixteen of the Detailed Description of the Embodiments section, on page 
6 -143" - has been deleted and "143°" has been inserted in its place. 

In the Detailed Description of the Embodiments section, in paragraph thirty which is 
on page 9. -Once - has been deleted and "One" has been inserted in its place. 
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Claims Section Changes 



Changes to the Claims section were made as follows: 

to addition to the Claim 25. Une 2. correcUon requested by the Btaminer and 
addressed in Claim ObJecUons above. AppUcant has also made the lowing addmonal 
corrections to the Claims section of this application: 

fc cairn 3, on line 2, -360.- has been deretcd and «360~ has been mserted ,n rrs 

PlaCe ' m Claim 13. on line 1. -the- has been delered and "The" has berm inserted in its 
In Cim 22. on Une 3. ~360»- has been deleted and "360- has been insened in its 

PlM6 ' h daim 27. on Une 2. -^memaasociared- haa boon delated and "camera assoch**" 

has been inserted in its place. 

,„ Claim 27, on Une 2, -captures- has been deleted and "capture an has been 

inserted in its place. _ K^n deleted and "the unit" has been inserted in 

In Claim 27, on line 3, -theunrt- has been deleted ano we i» 

"""l Calm 27. on .ore 4. -thecaptured- — «- - ™ " ^ 

inserted in its place. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant appreciates the Examiner's attention to detail in this case and has made the 
changes suggested by the Examiner. 

to view of toe above, i. is submitted toa. toe ciaims axe to condition for allowance and 
reconsideration of toe rejections is respectfully request. AHowance of claims .-28 a. an 
early date is solicited. 

To toe extern necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 OPR. 1.13. is 
hereby made. Please ebarge any snortose in fees due in eonnection with *e Mm, , - 
paper! iocmdins an, exrension of time fees, to Deposit Accooo. No. 08-2025 and pie*se 
credit any excess fees to such deposit account. 

Respectfully submitted, 




William D. Zahrt II 
Registration No. 26,070 



The Law Offices of Mikio Ishiroaru 
11 10 Sunnyvale-Saratoga R4., Suite Al 
Sunnyvale, CA 94087 
Telephone: (408) 738-0592 
Fax: (408)738-0881 
Date: June 22, 2005 
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